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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION -



Purpose of Study

The primary purpose in conducting this study
amnong narried ﬁartmouth students was to ascertaiﬁ an
overall picture of the averspe fanily's ihcome and )
expenditures on a nonthly basis during the ncriod from
October, 1946, through April, 1947, Purther, in respect
to incone, it was felt desireble to determine the
various sources of incone, what nrr cent of the fanilies
depend on each of these sourcesf“%ow rmuch is received
by the inmaginary average or typical fanily. A Binilar
analysis of cxpenditures was made to deteriiine expen-
diture habits of this typiesl fsriily unit, veriations
in' their habits, and reasons Tor these varistions,

A secondary purnoce of the study was to com-
pare the above nentioned frctors of income nd evpenses
ariong the three housing units for rnarried veterans at
Dartriouth - Wigwsnm Circle, Sachem Villege, and Middle
and South Fayerveather Halls, It w-e Telt by many on
compus that there wae considerable variation in costs
arong, t@g three arcas, primarily due to different
housing facilities and varylng utility costse. The
study bore out this general contention,

Finally, a comparison of income ond expense
habits by fé;ily size wng deened necessarye. The nun-

ber of merried students uith two or more children is


pumo.se

negligible, However, it vns found that ap»roximately
30 per cent of the ‘couples have one child, Therefore,
30 per cent of our ultimate s mple was selected from

this groupe.

Definitions \

Income was defined ag the average amount
received in dollers each month, both in total snd by
categorye. The following sources of incore were ine-

cluded:

/
l. Government allowances
2. Savings
3¢ Advances from relatives
4, Self-supnort
Husband
Wife
5, Other income

Originally a category "return on investrents" was ine-
cluded. However, this source w» Tfound to be of rela-
tively little importsnce and hence was combined with
gifts nd insurance to form "other incone", No sburce,
other than these three, is included in "other income",

Expenditures were defined in a similar fashion,
that is, both in total and by categories, The follow=-
ing classifications were made for monthly expeanditures:

le Food

2e Household operatlons

3e Household furnishings ‘

4, Clothing

5 Intertainnment and social

6e Transportation
7e Miscellaneous items



"Food" included both rieals at home and nesls out in
Hanover, "Household operations" consisted of rent, all
utilities not included in rent, household cleaning
supplies, ~nd laundry and cleaning services. "House-
hold furnishings" was defined as expenses for the pur-
chase of furniture, kitchenviare, nnd appliances. The
iten '"clothing™ includes expenditures on a nonthly p
basis for all nembers of the fenily. "BEntertainnent
and social™ was broadly treated in that it contains
nonthly expenditures for a variety of items r=nging
from movies and athletic events to beversges and peri-
/

odicals. However, it was felt that one broad category
of this nature would show greater stahility and be nore
indicative of actual condit.ons than a number of
smaller categories each :ith high dispersion. "Trans-
portation" was defined as all transportat .on exnenség
whether incurred on a publlic conveysnce or in the
operation of a private automobile. A comparison was
nade between the transportation expenses of car owners
and non-car owners in the belief that autonobile
ownership could seriously biss this category. The
"miscellaneous" classification was intended as a
catch-all, although, as will be pointed out later, it
consists for the most part of three iterns, insurance,

Fobacco, and medical and dental expenses,



The Sample

College records indicated that 273 families
were residing in 'the ti.reée areas provided for married
students. These 273 fanilies wvere distributed. among

these areas as follows:

Wigwam Circle 161
Sachen Village 48
Middle Iayerweather Hall 41
South Fayerweather Hall 23

273

It was agreed that a sauple of 25 per cent
or 68 fanilies would be sufficiently large to assure
consistent results. This sample was stratified in
two says in conjunction with the purposes of the study,.
The first stratification was according to living areas.
Since the 161 families residing in Wigwam Circle con-
stituted apvroximately 6Q per cent of the total num-
ber of families residing in the three areas, 60 per
cent of the sample was selected from Wigwam Circle. It
was determined by questioning one or nore residents of
each building in Wigwan Circle that 20 per ceant of
the fanilies in Wigwam Circle have one child. There-
fore, of the 40 families selected from Wigwan Circle
(60 per cent.of 68) 8 families, or 20 per cent, had
one child, A similar technique was followed in

Sachen Village and Middle and South Fayerweather Halls,

As was noted earlier apnroximately 30 per cent



of the totnl families have one child., This figure
varies from the above nentioned 20 per cent in Vigwan
Circle and the Fayerweather Halls to nearly 75 per

cent in Sachen'Villageo

Collection of Data

A questionnaire-interview technique was en-
ployed in collecting the data. The questionnaires were
left with each family for a period of from two days to
a week, The interviewer explained the study to each
fanily sampled, briefly v.ent tkrough the questionnaire,
and then left the questionnaire to be picked up in a
few dayse Tanilies sampled were asked to refrain from
replying to any questions about which they were doubt-
ful until the interviewer returned and explsained the
question nore fully. In a few instances this meant an
additional call, but it was felt well worthwhile, since
nore accurate information was ultimately obtained.
Questdonnaires were distributed in both the afternoon
and the evening, It was deemed particularly desirable
to distribute some cuestionnaires in the evening to
avoid overlooking famnilies where the wife vorks during
the day. Similarly, it was thought that distribution of
somme questionnalres in the afternoon would avoid missing

people whos are frequently out in the evening,.



Cooperation and interest were very -gratifying to
the interviewers. Of the 68 questionnsires distributed,
64 were returned, ’

The questionnaire itself was as h;ief 28
possible, and yet suggestive enough to include nearly
all possible sources of incorie and types of expendi-
tures. Incone Was requested on a purely monthly basis,.
Expenditures were requested ns either "average nonthly",
"total since October 1, 1946", or "total for 12 months."
Such itens as household furnishings, transportation, and
clothing were requested as "total amount svent since
October 1, 1946.," They were then divided by 7 to ob-
tain a monthly average for the perlod., Autonobile
registration and repair expense was for a 12 nonth
'periods These figures were then divided by 12 to obtain
the aversge ronthly exnenditure,

Editing

Of. the 64 Comnleted questionnaires, 10 were
discarded as inconsistent. .For the rost part the nonth-
ly income on these discarded questionnaires was far less
than expenditures, in a few instnnces as nuch as %60 -
$70e The 54 remaining suitable questionnaires consti-
tuted a final sample of 20%. It should be noted that
the sane relative weights in respect to living area and

o .

fanily size vere naintained in this final sanple =g ifi



the original 25% sample, It W s neéessary to edit

several of the 54 acceptable questionneires. As might

be expected on only one or two of the cquestionnaires did
income exceed expenditures., However, in several cases
expenditures exceeded income by $5 =310, Generally, in
this latter case, income figures were corrected to ecual
expenditures, nlthough the opposite wrs done in one or

two ¢ ces where it apneared rore lilzely to be the actual

¢ see. ‘Juestlonnaires wvere discard<d where this discrep- -~
ancy betveen incorie 2nd e:penditures evceeded 310, Gener-
ally the two were nearly enusl. This fact nay be nttributed
to the fact t'ot 1nost of the pedple interviewed naintr-ined

a hbudget or sore other record of incorie ~nd eXnenses,

Tabulation nnd Presentati.n of Data

The data wrs tehulated cccording to the above
nentioned stratification. The final results are all
arithnetic menns, ond, ns sich, =wve liable to considef-
able dispersion. Uithin each living ~¥»ea, and in comp~r-
ing fonilies with ond without childien this dispersion
s hot found to he excesaive,

N\

It is felt that a graphic =2nd tabulerr presen-
trt..on of thé finsl data is rore clenrly understood »nd
errTectlve thrn a vrittenl expl-notion of t e findingse The
foiiowing tables arnd charts »recent sn oveinll piclture
of t e 1ncone nnd expenditureg of the "typical™ Dartmouth
family, followed by a breakdown according to nlace of

residence, nd fally sizes
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Introduction

From this survey and the results which have
been presented, it becomes apparent that any conclusions
from the figures rnust be tempered by nany quslifications
before they are put forward s truth. Although being
a serious drawback to any form of generalization, this
very fact puts the figures in a new light. They become
not only abstract averages from a series of reports but
also represent storles in thenselves - with as ruch
in the way of dispersion in back of them as conciseness
in their final Torme For this reason, it would be well
to study the most imgortant results and see what lies

in back of them,

The College Average

The most interesting and easiest to remember
conclusion from this survey was that the college average
of income and expenses was $218, To illustrate the
previous*point, we here have a concise figure - easy to
expre~s and e-sy for the layman to intrepret - "The
average married Ge. I. up at Dartmouth shells out 3218
to get by living an average rohth," How easy it would
be if we could allow the findings to be expressed so
easily. However the story behind this average is

quite interesting. 3218 per nonth refers to a fanily



with 1/3 of a child living in a composite of Wigvan
Circle, Sachem Village, So1th Fayerweather Hall and
Middle Fayerweather Hall at Dartmouth College, There
are other variances behind this average but the fore-
going will bear out the need for caution in the inter-
pretation of our resultse.

Breaking down this overall average into an
area comparison, we find that there is a 552 spread
from the most expensive to the least expensive living
areas:

Wigwan Circle $208

Sachem Village $260

Fayerweather Halls $212
This shows that although Wigwarn Clrcle and the Fayer-
Weathers are quite close 'in approximate living costs,
the Sachen Village area 1g quite exnensive and vitiates
rnoreso the use of any average to renresent the college
as a whole,

Another inportant de—arture from thé overall
average is found when e conpare families with a chiid
and those without children. Here we find a smaller
range but yet one large enough to nerit our attehtion.
It amounts to 329 as shovm in the follouing table:

Fanilies with children-—--- 3268
Fanilies without children-- 209
A
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Incone -

WVhat are the main ressons for this variance®
In attenpting to ervlain this a2nd other variances, we
night look at various income psatterns to show us thé
whys' and wherefores. However, on exanining these, ve
found no definite indication to show us that differences
in income produced differences in ‘¥n«nditures. Rather,
ve Tound, through conversation with the families, that
differences in,incone Jere produced by different needed
lcvels of expenditure., That is to say - a family spent
nore not because it hod the avallable cash but because
of cormittments such as high’rent, children came, etc.
which Torced it to live at a high level of spending,.
A point to bear this out is that families with children
draw on ssvings twice heavily ns families without
childrene. The families wibth children utilize savings
to cover 37.5% of their budget while famnilies without
children depend on gavings Tor only 17.5% of their in-
corie, This is also borne out ek by studying the
spending habits of the groups in the three areas. Here
again Sachem Village had 35% of its income supnlied
from savings, while the Fdayerweather group only derives
17.5% of its incoue from savings.

Having shown that income in itself is not the



deterninant in setting expenditures but rather that the
opnosite prevalls, we nwust turn our attention to the
exnenditures section of the study.

Before exanining the expenditures, a few
interenting facts on income are nregented. It was found
that the G. I. Bill provides only 41% of the total incone
of the average family here at school, This varies on
an area basis from 34.5% for Sachen Village and 43% Bor
both the Fayerweathers and Wigwam Circle. Also a fanily
with children only receives 3¢% fromn thig source and a
family without children still receives only 43%,
However, the G. I « Bill is still the nost important
soufce of income for these students and in being so ne-
gates the fear of many masculine menbers on our carpus
that the falrer sex 1g here to stay - one way or the other.
A good word must be sald for the wives of Dartmouth men
because on the average they contribute 14% to the family
till each nonth. However some wives do not work at all
and a nuch nore meaningful average is found when we
say that 40% of the wives work and make, on the average,
$75 per monthe The prevelence of wives working is ,
highest in the Fayerweathers where the wives without
children are represented in the town working force at

the rate of four (4) out of every five (5),
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Another impitant source of income is re-

ceipts from relatives. We found 40% of the student
recetved funds Trew Frelatives,

body residing in the mentioned areas. The average

arnount received from relatives each month figured out

to be 360, Again this varied considerably for indi-

viduals, but as far as the area anq fanily compari-

son was concerned, we found that there wess no aporeci-

able}difference with the aversge amnount accounting for

aprroxinately 11% of the budgete

Savings have already been treated and the
digpersion illustrated. In passing we may say that
next to the G, I. bill this was the most important
source of income, Also it w=s second nost popular
with 75% of the families relying on savings and draw-
ing on them at the rate of 370 per nonth,

The rest of the incomes were made up of very
small contributions on the average from husband's
earnings, returns on investments, insurance and gifts
being incidentally reported by a few families but not
in sufficient numbers to merit our attention here

which nust be restricted to the high points of the

resultse

Expenditures

General
It must be borne in nind in the folloving

discugsion 'that any exnlanation that is offered is meant
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to explain the variances in aversgese. Explaining the
differences between individuanls would take us into nmany
sociological and psychological discuscions that would
shed little light on the overall picture and nonopolize
too mueh time, It will be attenpted to show why vari-
ances were found in the general patterns,

Endividual Itens

l. Foad

In this category we find rwuch of the
vgriance betwecen the families with children and those
without children, The average of the college as a whole
was 863 per month or 29% of the total exnenditures. The
fanilies with children however spent %69 per month ~s
compared to those fanilies without children that spent
only §6O per rionth, Thercfore we find a ronge of %9
that explains in part the difference in exnenditures per
size of familye.

In going from area -to area,. there is
no apprevisble difference, The Sachem Village area did
spendt a lower percentage on food than the other arens but
this w: s due to other high exmenses prevalling in that
area and not due to any increcse in absolute anounts,.

An interesting sidelight is that 97%
of the food budget is consumed at horie and only 3% in

the dowvntown and outlying arease.
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2+ Household Operations

The college average for this item
wrs found to be 5855 nnd it accounted for 26% of the bud-

‘get. It was spent ag follows:

Rent 356430 - 65%
Utilities 12,40 - 2225,
Laundry & Cleaning 6430 - 13%
A 355,00 1“"‘00@

Within this iten can be found nuch of the stofy behing
the area and fanily dispersion. By areas the following
figures were found:

Wigwai Circle $4.8

Sachen Village 79

Fayerweather Halls §9
This shows a dispersion of 329 from the highest to the
lowest cost living area. This itenm 1s nainly different
from area to area because of rent and not the other
itemse It wrsg found that although Fayerwesthers had low
utility costs in comparison with the other sreas, the
results for utilities ~nd laundry and cleaning tere
fairly stable. The 1ain reason for the wide difference
between Sachenm Village and Wigwam Ciwrcle can be found in
the fact that Wigwam Circle offers nmany units at only
$20 per month while Sachen Village has quite a few units
where 355 per month rent is charged. However the same
absolute difference is maintained from area to area in.

regard to the spread between rent and household oneration,
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The total of 379 in Sachem Village minus the 555 rent
gives 324 as~other operating costs The same result
nay be secured when ve coﬁiare the same figures for
Wigwam Circle, ($48 - 524 = 824), This"other operating
cost" of {324 did not become the college avei=re however
because of the low utility costs in the Fayerweathers!
of 35.00 and the presence of some higher priced apart—
ments in Wigwarn Circle and a few low-priced units in
Sachen Village.

The living area ~s also responsible for
much of thé difference between families with and without
children, Here an observed range of 31§ was found:

Fanilies with childreh-—--- 567

Fomilies without children-- 50

g
This too can he explained because of rent, Fanilies
with children are never fouhd in the 324 units in Wig-
wara Circle and are found for the most part in the %355
units in Sachen Village. Sachen-Village houses anproxi-
nately half of the Dartmnouth studemnts'! children, Be-
cause of thig, it is small wonder that we find a spread
of $17, The whole spreod of 730 did not register bee
cause some families with children reside in the $30
Wigwanr Circle unitse. The range of 317 was also influ-

enced by a slightly hikgher laundry expense anong the

families with children. However its effect was quite



small when compared to the difference in rents,

With the two factors already discussed -
food and housing - we have covered the maln ressons for
varisnce between the areas nd size qf the family., How=-
ever in other categories, dispersion was found and a
discussion is need d to qualify the given averages.

3e Furnishings

/
The college average rnonthly expense for

tais item was 13 or 6% of total exnenses., There was
a grent smount of dismersion behind this snd we found
some people spending no?hing on furnishings since
October 1, 1946 nnd a few averaging close to %60 per
nonth,

In analyzing this, e found it could not-
be explained by difference in sirze of the fonilly. Whether
a Tamily has children or not has a very snall effect on
their furniture exnenditures It is a little high for
families with children but the difference is so small
that it can be salfely ignored.

In analyzing the areas, a difference is
found with Wigwam spending an average of 818 per month
and fanilies in the Fayerweathers spending only 35 or
2% of the budget. In interviewing the families, 1t was
found that the newly-aprived people are in Vigwan and

the long=-term residents are in the Fayerweather Halls.
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The Fayerweather residents had their furniture fully

igstalled at the st~rting point of this survey while

the Wigwan residents were in the process of purchasing

theirse This fact, «lthough aprarently slight, was

verified as being the chief resson for the variance,
4, Clothing

The college average for this item was 316

and vas Tound ‘to account Tor 7% of the tobtal expensess
Dispersion of a slight nature was found
arong the original schedules but in taking a ratio of
clothinjg to total expenses ve fo%nd a stri¥ing result.
In practically all cases this ratio was 7%. e found, in
the high expense areas a higher exzpenditure for clothes
but the percentage waé 3till the s~me, Children accounted
for 33 a moﬁfh average expenditure for clothing but the
"familices with children <till had the same averase of 7%,
This night lead one to say that one spends
according to his income here st Dortrmouth which we dis-
counted in the carly part og the discussion. That state-
nent is still refuted becauce ~lthough in generesl it
does peftain, the differences we discovered sere due to
circunstances that may/have been elected by the party in
question but still compel him to seek other incone to
natch nany fixed expenses beyond,his control, However

in thig iten of clothing we may conclude in saying that
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the reason for the constant percentage is due mainly to
increasing costs for clothing in-cdirect relationship
to increasing costs of all categories,

By Entertsimient apd Social

The college averare for this itenm is
#22 per nonth =nd represents 10.5% of the families"
expensese The discersion that was noted in this catew= -
gory followed a gencral pattern divided betueen families
with and vithout children.

Families vithout children---- ®25,00 12¢
Familie ith children-=----- 17,50 7,5%

The reason for this higher expenditure on the part of the
childless couples may easily be explalned by the fiact
that they have more tiie to go to movieg, parties,ctc.
thon the fannilies with children., Their entertainmént is
restricted to horne affsirs nnd the exmense 1s held dovn.
This ressoning nay be validated b exéhining the differ-
ence between the areas and the proportion of children
in these areas., Sachen Village hag a very high proportion
of fanilies with children to the total populaﬁion in the
ares. It is ap - roxinntely 75% ns compared to the 20%
figure in both "igwan Circle and the Fayervieathorse

(
The entertaimient itern in Sachem is only 18 ssg conpared
to the combined average of 323 in the other two areas,
Although fanilles with child. en have gener-1lly higher

expenses, this is one compensating feature,
Al
\
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6e Tronsportntion

This iten accounts for 5% of the budget
as it trkes about B18 per month to keep the average
Dartnogth family noving. In analyzing differences
we Tound that families with children ond fairilies re-
iding in Sasclieri Villngze had the highe«t expenditure
when cornpared to thelr counterprrtse. This can be
seen from the following illustrati ns:

Family Coripsarison ) )
amnllics 1ith children (.2 1045%

Farillicg witheot v 16 7 ¢ 5%
Range 6 B 0%
Area Comparison
Sachern Village 33150  12,0%
Fayerweather Halls 15,50 7 « 5%
Wigwail Circle 15,25 7 o 5%
Range 1625 5, 0%

In explaining the size of fan ly differ-
ence, it becane apparcnt that the presence of a baby gives
an impetus to travel, Iost fanilies desire to see the
baby and usually the new nother does go off on a long
trip after the baby is about 3-6 nmonths olde. This fact
was discovered in telking with many of the Dartmouth
mnotherse

However the main variasnce was in the ares
corparison with the 716 spread. ie found that this was
due to the much higher prgpobtion of éar ovnership in
Sacheri Villagze than in the other nreas., The average

A

for the campus was 35%, but more than half of the Sachem
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Village residents owned cars and this counted for the
wide range because vve found that the average rmonthly
exvense in operating a cer vyos $35 which was twlce as
rnuch ag was spent by people without cars on.trans-
portation - #17,50. The above reasgns are the nain

ceuses for this range in transportation costse

7. Miscellaneous

Lumped into this category we find cer-
tain items looming largce such as:

Insurance 58460

Medical and Dental B6.25

Tobacco and Cafldy 6,00
Seeing that this category wrs for miscellaneous itens,
little can be said about any reasons for the disper-
sion in the tgtalo Reasons for variance in the indi-
vidunl items such as tobacco, gifts, etc. are nany and
varied but add little to the interpretation of the
averages -

However it must be pointed out that the
fanilies with children spent nore in this category be-
cause they have higher medical and cental expenses end

also carry rore insuranCes

~

Conclusions

To some these averages ray apnmesr high but the

fact riugt be carried in nind that these averages include
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all conceivable expenses, For the bedefit of those
who think along e line of thinking of a cur—ent budget,
only, the following averages for the college sre presented

to be compared with our original estimate of 5218:

¥ood P 63428
Household operations ' 55,75
Intertainnent and Sociagl 2250
Miscellaneous, 29,00

x,)lVGQSG

This ip not pregented to illustrate a ninimum oudget ,
but is given to compare Dartnouthhliving\costs to the
average living costs that so many neople immedlately
think of excluding furnishings, transvortation snd

clothi ige



CHAPTLR IV
SAMPLLE QULSTIONNATRE



ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES AND RECEIPTS OF
MARRIXD DARTHMOUTH STUDENTS

(Please look over all questions before answering any)

GENERAT, TNFORMATION

le Class (nunerals) =--=--- e - --
Z2e Residence (Wigwam, Sachen, etC,)-----
3¢ MNumber of children —-e-e----- mme—————
4, Age
Husband---=-=meeemmm e e — e e - ——————
Wil et m e cc e m—c— e — e —————— -
5 Terng remnaining----- e ——————— -
INCOME (monthly)
le Govermient allowanceg—we—=em—c—m—e—-——a—o-=- -
2e Mount o1l SavingS=mmecmmemem e e
S3e Current scelf-support
Husbande==memcemcc e ———————— -
Wifemmmm—— - —————— _——————— e
4, Advances frou relativegs—m-ecemeemeeaa-—x

5 Return Trom invegtments (ave, month)

6. Other (please specirly)

EXPENDITURLES

l. 1'ood (monthly)
IMeals at hone--=--- e

Meals out (in Hanover)------------- |

2e Hougehold operations
Rent (10nthly)-—==-mcecmm e m e

Tucl (monthly)eeeeee e e

Gas (MONBhLY ) semam e e m e e

Electricity (onthly)==-=-===-r-aw-

Tce (0oNthly ) =mmmm e e e

Cleaning supnlics (ronthly)-—---a--

Laundry and cleaning (rionthly)-----

Telephone (nonthly ) eeeeem e e mmee o

3e Housgchold egquipnent
Turnishings (nast year) **
(chairs, desks, lanps, bedding, etc)

Kitchen utensils & appliances (past yr)

4y Clothing -

Hughand (past year)---=--=-memeaao
it

Wife i e ———

Children i 1 T S G e S G e Sn M et S -

** NOTE: Pust ycar refers to the period October 1,
1946 to present unless otherwise specificd,
rage 1



Oe

Go

7

8¢
Oe

10.

Entertainment & social

Movics (nonthly)===-—cemmmcm e -
Sporting goods (past vear)------==--
Spectator at athletic events (past yr)
Concerts & plave (past year)--------

Praternity taxes & dues (past year)

Out-olf=-town trips (past year)
(include =11l expenses ecluding
regular college vacations)—-------

Beverages, soft & alcoholic (mast yr)_

Bdaucational fccs
Tultion & cmtra fces (past year)
(not covered by G. I, Bill)-=--=---=-

Books, periodicals, rusic, cte.(past yr)
Boolks (not te:t books past year) —---
Periodicals & NCWSPADErS—=s—m=—m-————

—— e s—

Music (including records) =—-em—m—e--
! (&

Other = e e e

Transportation (regular vacations of
vast vear)--——-mmmmmmmm e e

Auvtomobile operation
Gas, 0il, garagc, ete, (monthly)-----

Reglstration, insurcnce, repairs,

ctce (12 month pcriods -------------
Miscellancous (average ronthly)

TNSUTrONCOmm——— e e e — e

Contributions (church & charity)—-—---

Medical & dentale-—-mememmccm e e
TODACCO = m e e e e e --
Candy == ==-==m=m =i m o mmme o e e —————-
Toilet artieles & COMBLICS~mmmmmmeea
Barber & hsilrdressing services-———-——---
Shoe renalrg-—-cemcmmm e
JEWC LTy~ mm e e e e

Other (wlcasc specify)

THANK _YOU
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